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International Thinking Skills Conference 2018 
 

Monday 11
th

 June 2018  

09.05 – 10.30 am 

 

Keynote Speaker – Melissa Benn 
  

Thinking Schools, Thinking Politics 

 

Education is a publicly funded service that must, rightly, be accountable in its aims and achievements to the public. Yet many now believe that the relentless 

concentration on improving outcomes in England’s schools over the past twenty years, and the changes to curriculum, qualifications and exams that have 

come in its wake,  have damaged the quality and experience of education for many young people. This is partly the result of the relentless imperatives of 

political and media debate that must always be showing progress of a measurable kind, as well as justifying tribal party political approaches.  

 

In this key note Melissa Benn will discuss how we can start to shift public debate so that it becomes more nuanced, less obsessed with numbers and raising 

lines on a graph and more focussed on  quality of experience and fostering engagement in learning demonstrated by the Thinking Schools Network.   How can 

we encourage a Thinking Public Discussion to match the kind of work that these schools, and many others, now pursue? 
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WORKSHOP  LEADER WORKSHOPS: MONDAY 11
th

 JUNE 2018 – SESSION ONE 11.00 am – 12.30 pm 

TITLE & SUMMARY 

Michael Martisius  Observing Thinking 

 

Class Teacher & 

Thinking Co-ordinator,  

 

Harefield Infant school, 

Hillingdon 

 

Summary/Overview:  This session will focus on our in house developed method for observing teachers through a thinking 

schools lens. I will be sharing our model for observing teachers as well as the reasons behind changing how we previously 

observed teachers. We will take an in depth look at the performa and then use them to look at lesson plans. 

 

Target Audience:  Infant/Primary. 

 

Richard Coe How a Thinking Toolbox can serve Dispositions, Attitudes and Habits of Mind 

Vice Principal,  

Glenmoor & Winton 

Academies 

 

 

 

One of the difficulties schools and teachers often find when trying to develop dispositions, attitudes and habits of mind is 

making the process tangible. Teachers can often feel that they are just paying ‘lip service’ to the theories and that there is a lack 

of clarity on how to actually “do” it – whatever ‘it’ is! This workshop by Richard (now in his 11th year working with these tools 

and approaches) Coe will show how utilising the thinking skills toolbox might actually be the best place to start. Tools such as 

Thinking Maps, P4C, Thinker’s Keys, 6 Hats and CoRT1 tools are actually directing our attention towards thinking in a particular 

way – this in turn can focus our attention to consciously developing thinking dispositions in both staff and students. It’s unlikely 

you’ll learn much that is new in this workshop but it might just be valuable in repositioning already familiar tools in a slightly 

different direction.  

 

Target Audience:  The examples will be secondary based but these should be transferable to primary colleagues.  
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WORKSHOP  LEADER WORKSHOPS: MONDAY 11
th

 JUNE 2018 – SESSION ONE 11.00 am – 12.30 pm 

TITLE & SUMMARY 

Dr. Dave Walters Dynamic Learning, Thinking, Assessment, Evaluation and Leadership:  

Bringing Feuerstein’s influence to help ‘real-world’ school challenges 

Deputy Principal,  

Clyst Vale Community 

College, Exeter 

 

Honorary Fellow and 

consultant, the  

Cognitive Education 

Development Unit, 

Graduate School of 

Education 

University of Exeter  

This workshop examines the impact of taking a whole school approach to the teaching of thinking on pupil progress outcomes 

at secondary and primary level. From this, there will be an illustration of how to further develop an already high impact 

approach. This refined approach will involve the following elements: 

● Evidence based practice - What 60 years of research into the teaching of thinking has taught us 

● How to integrate Questioning for Enquiry, Habits of Mind and Visual Tools 

● The use of Deliberate Practice Routines to maximise learning 

● Assessing/Evaluating the process of learning and thinking 

● Assessing/Evaluating the product (outcomes) of learning and thinking 

● The role of teacher as mediator of learning 

Target Audience: This workshop is relevant to all phases of education (primary and secondary) but is of particular relevance to 

Multi-Academy Trusts due to its focus on ‘all through’ education. 

Alisdair Wade & 

Richard Cummins 

A Whole School Approach……..Becoming a Thinking School 

 

Director (AW) and CEO (RC),  

Thinking Matters 

 

 

 

Wanting your school to benefit from the proven grade attainment upticks of a whole school approach to the teaching of 

thinking? This workshop will look not just at the academic and wider benefits of the whole school approach but how to start 

and progress the journey to becoming an accredited Thinking School.  
 

Target Audience: Suitable for all. 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

WORKSHOP  LEADER WORKSHOPS: MONDAY 11
TH

 JUNE 2018 – SESSION TWO  1.30 pm – 3.00 pm 

TITLE & SUMMARY 

Bill Lowe Leadership Dispositions 

Visiting Lecturer -  

Newman University, 

Birmingham 

 

Consultant 

 

 

 

This workshop will be more of a discussion group. We will look at the types of behaviours that leaders at all levels need to be 

aware of in order to have a positive impact. Participants are encouraged to share their own experiences with the group so that 

we can learn from other professionals.  

Bill has things that he wished he’d done differently as a Head Teacher, so there will be plenty to talk about. 

. 

Target Audience:  Leaders at all levels and aspiring leaders. 

 

 

 

 

 

Judith Stephenson Dialogic Thinking and Learning 

Thinking Schools and 

Research Lead 

 

Barbara Priestman 

Academy, 

Sunderland 

 

One way of teaching people to become better thinkers is to teach them how to get better at dialogue.  This workshop looks at 

the different types of talk and how dialogic thinking skills are learned in dialogues with others and are transferable to different 

contexts. 

The workshop will discuss how a framework that sets some parameters for good dialogue, but which is adaptable to different 

contexts may help support talk in the classroom. It will explore a range of activities that can be used to help facilitate 

purposeful talk. 

Target Audience:   Suitable for any age range and ability.  
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WORKSHOP  LEADER WORKSHOPS: MONDAY 11
TH

 JUNE 2018 – SESSION TWO  1.30 pm – 3.00 pm 

TITLE & SUMMARY 

Carley Dawkins Creative Approaches to Embedding the Habits of Mind 

 

Lead Teacher of Art, 

Thinking Skills Drive Team 

Lead 

 

The Victory Academy,  

Chatham  

 

 

 

This workshop will introduce two creative approaches to embedding the Habits of Mind. Presenting a secondary and primary 

schools’ unique journey to instilling selected dispositions. The following ideas and approaches will be considered: 

● Tailoring Habits to the schools’ vision 

● Creating a unique identity 

● Embedding to create a whole school ethos 

● Dealing with the challenges from a Drive team perspective 

 

Target Audience: This workshop is relevant to all phases of education. Exemplars from both Primary and Secondary. 

 

Helen Lewis , Sharon Phillips 

& Odette Nicholas 

Developing dispositions – dialogue and dogs 

 

Helen -University of Wales 

Trinity Saint David 

 

Sharon -  

Deri View Primary School 

 

Odette -  

Burry Port Primary School 

The importance of developing positive pupil dispositions towards their learning is well known. There are many strategies that 

can be used to support pupils to become confident, independent and capable learners. We wanted to know about the 

effectiveness of two approaches. 

 

In this workshop, we will talk about how we have planned, conducted and evaluated action research in our classrooms. For one 

of us the focus was on the impact of dialogic approaches, and for the other the focus was on pupil wellbeing and its impact on 

learning. 

 

We will share our projects, one which used P4C, and one which utilised animal assisted intervention in the form of reading 

dogs. We will talk about what we did, how it worked and what the impact has been. We will give you practical ideas to take 

back to your own contexts 

 

Target Audience: All practitioners - particularly primary and EY; research leads in schools. 
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WORKSHOP  LEADER WORKSHOPS: MONDAY 11
TH

 JUNE 2018 – SESSION THREE  3.15 pm – 4.45 pm 

TITLE & SUMMARY 

Nick Symes & 

Teresa Williams 

Joining Up the Thinking  

 

International Director (NS)  

 

Training Director (TW) 

  

Thinking Matters 

 

 

 

Within the context of the revised approach that Thinking Matters is adopting, this practical workshop gives participants the 

opportunity to relate typical classroom activities to thinking objectives and learner independence.  The key focus of the 

workshop is on transferability of concepts and knowledge across the curriculum. 

 

Target Audience: Primary and Secondary 

Rose Cope “ Attitude is a little thing that makes a big difference “      

 

Head of School 

 

Kingsdown and Ringwould  

C of E Primary School 

Deal, Kent 

 

 

A workshop on how to nurture positive attitudes through effective learning behaviours. Developing these habits in order to 

sustain aspirations through providing opportunities that enable us to struggle, experience mistakes which can be learned from 

through reflection, leading to success. Avoiding through awareness the limitations of labels and embracing opportunities 

where we can use our positive attitudes and dispositions to achieve whatever we wish to.  

 

Target Audience:  Primary providers predominantly but open to all. 
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WORKSHOP  LEADER WORKSHOPS: MONDAY 11
TH

 JUNE 2018 – SESSION THREE  3.15 pm – 4.45 pm 

TITLE & SUMMARY 

Debbie Smith Building Resilience with Games and Apps 

 

 

Achieve Specialist Teaching 

and Therapy Services 

 

 

 

This practical workshop will look at ways to motivate and engage students in challenging learning situations by using games 

and apps. This is focused on: 

● Using Feuerstein’s list of cognitive functions/thinking skills and Habits of Mind (Costa and Kallick) to analyse everyday 

games and tablet apps. 

● Using mediational teaching strategies when playing the games to develop resilience and a positive response to 

challenge; incorporating ideas of a Growth Mindset (Dweck). 

● Using metacognition and bridging of learning to facilitate generalisation of skills and positive learning attitudes. 

 

Target Audience: Primary, secondary and specialist teachers and support staff. Best for practitioners with some prior 

knowledge and experience of using a thinking skills approach, but open to all.  

 

Paul Tyack Developing Empathy and Respect through Dialectical Thinking 

 

Freelance Education 

Consultant 

 

(British Council Core skills & 

Building Learning Power) 

 

 

 

 

The amount of information – and opinions about that information – available to us now presents a compelling need to develop 

the ability to question and evaluate points of view. 

This workshop will explore approaches and activities to move learners towards seeking, respecting and evaluating differing 

points of view and developing reasoned, defensible interpretations. We will also investigate the importance of attentive 

listening, open-mindedness and the ability to compromise when considering viewpoints and solving problems. Participants will 

leave with a number of tried and tested practical activities, together with simple strategies and tools to facilitate metacognitive 

thinking through reflection and evaluation. 

Target Audience:  Sample activities will be pitched at upper primary (KS2). However, the concepts and principles investigated 

will be applicable across primary and secondary. 
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OPTIONAL EVENING ACTIVITIES 

 

Escape Room Style Activity 5.00 - 5.45 pm 

 

 

 

www.thrilleducation.com 

 

Adding fun to our fascinating conference... 

 www.thrilleducation.com have joined the menu of Monday evening entertainment at our conference. Using real world 

gaming to bring puzzle solving, teamwork and communication alive, Thrill will provide an opportunity for those who want to 

test their thinking skills and behaviours through one of its "Infinity" missions. Sign up for an unforgettable escape room style 

experience...  

 

.Target Audience:  Open to everyone! 

 

Barbecue 7.30 pm onwards... 

@ Alexandra House 

 

Please purchase tickets 

from Alexandra House 

reception by 2 pm Monday 

11th June. 

 

£20 per person 

BBQ MENU 

Pork Sausage With fried onions & crusty bread 

Cajun Style Chicken In a sesame seed bap 

Prime Beef Burger With fried onions & bacon 

Fish Of The Day Cooked with fresh herbs and lemon 

Mediterranean Vegetable & Halloumi Kebabs 

 

Jacket Potato Chilli con carne, Grated cheese, Coleslaw Salad 

 

Tomato & Red Onion Salad, Feta Salad, Mint & Cucumber, Nachos, Hot Balsamic Red Peppers 

 

Dessert Strawberries and Cream       

                                               

 


